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JOHN  RUSHWORTH. 
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Should  not  have  been  induced  to 
make  thefe  Papers  Publick,  barely 
on  account  of  the  rafh  Cenfures ,  • 
that  are  frequently  Cart  upon  the 
Pra&ice  of  Surgery ,  not  attended 
with  Succefs;  tho’  that  Conhderation  alone,  in 
the  Cafe  of  a  Perfon  of  fuch  Value  and  Emi- 
nency  in  Thy  Pick ,  as  Dr.  KEI L  is  known  to 
have  been,  maybe  thought  fuflicient  to  have 
mov’d  me  to  it :  But  being  certainly  inform’d, 
That  feveral  Thyficians  and  Surgeons  have  be- 
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fore,  and  fince  his  Death,  given  them  felves  the 
Liberty  to  refleft,  not  only  upon  me  for  Ufing, 
hutalfo  upon  the  Deceas’d  for  Submitting  to  the 
Methods  that  were  taken  with  him  ;  I  think  I 
fliall  not  difcharge  my  Duty,  either  to  my  Friend, 
or  to  my  Self,  or  indeed  to  the  Profeflion,  if  I 
do  not,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  endeavour  to  fet 
what  was  done  in  a  True  Light. 

In  order  thereunto,  it  may  be  requifite  to 
look  back  to  the  Time  He  firfl  mentioned  any 
Diforder  in  his  Mouth  to  me,  which  was  in 
jfuguji  1 71 6.  He  then  told  me,  He  had  perceiv’d 
a  Fulnefs  in  his  Mouth  for  very  many  Years; 
hut  in  the  laft  Three  or  Four  Years  it  was  much 
Encreas’d,  and  by  the  Bulk  began  to  be  Trouble- 
fome  to  him,  tho’  not  in  the  leaft  Painful :  Upon 
examining  it,  I  found  the  Tumor  not  only  large, 
hut  alfo  to  fluctuate,  and  therefore  told  him, 
until  I  was  fatisfy’d  what  was  contain’d  in  it, 
I  could  not  come  to  a  Refolution,  as  to  the  man¬ 
ner  of  treating  it ;  but,  if  he  pleas’d,  I  would 
make  an  Incifion  into  it,  and  then  would  tell 
him  what  I  thought  was  fit  to  be  done ;  He  was 
very  well  fatisfy’d,  and  refolv’d  I  fhould  proceed 
accordingly. 

Upon  Opening  it,  there  appear’d  to  be  no¬ 
thing  contain’d  in  it,  but  Blood ;  not  in  the 
leaft  alter’d  in  Colour,  Confidence,  or  Smell , 
from  what  is  contain’d  in  the  Vefteis.  The  Tu¬ 
mor  prefently  funk  very  much,  and  I  dilated  the 
Incifion  with  my  Probe- Suffers,  and  prefs’d  in 
feme  cDo[j'eIs ;  and  then  told  him,  it  was  a  flefhy 
Tumor,  call’d  a  Sarcoma,  and  that  the  Blood 
contain’d  in  it  was  only  accidental;  and  that 
the  beft  way  of  extirpating  it  was  by  the  afluai 
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Cautery;  but  I  let  him  know,  that  I  feared  it 
•would  be  more  Troublefome  to  him,  and  take 
longer  Time  to  Cure,  than  he  feem’d  to  expe£t. 

We  prefently  fent  for  the  belt  Injlrument - 
Maker  the  Country  afforded,  and  gave  him 
Dire&ions:  But  that  Night,  talking  with  him 
of  his  Cafe,  I  delired  him  to  confider,  Whether 
it  might  not  be  thought  a  Slight,  by  the  Learn¬ 
ed  of  both  Profeffions,  if  I  fhould  Perform  the 
Operation,  upon  a  Man  of  his  Chara£ter,  with¬ 
out  a  Confultation  ;  there  being  no  Reafon  (but 
the  Lofs  of  his  Time)  to  be  in  Haffe.  Atfirft 
he  feem’d  unwilling  to  lofe  fo  much  Time, 
yet  upon  Confideration,  he  refolv’d  for  London 
the  next  Day,  where  feveral  Thyjidans  and 
Surgeons  were  Confulted ;  They  all  agreed,  it 
was  a  fimple^raw^and  tha.t  the  a£iual  Cautery 
was  the  properefl,  if  not  the  only  means  of 
Curing  it.  This  Account  I  receiv’d  from  the 
Dr.  by  Letter;  as  alfo,  that  the  Surgeons ,  upon 
Probing,  found  the  Bone  bare,  and  from  Jthe  ill 
Smell  concluded  it  was  foul :  “  Which,  faid  the 
<£  Dr.  it  was  impoffible  for  you  to  difcover  ;  be® 
$£caufe,  after  I  left  Northampton,  Two  Doflels 
u  of  the  firfl  Drelling  dropt  out.  I  was  very  glad 
to  hear  That,  for  thofe  Dofjels  lodging  fo  long, 
in  that  warm  Part,  I  was  in  hopes  might  be 
the  Occafion  of  the  foetid  Smelly  which  the 
Surgeons,  not  being  acquainted  with  ,  might 
fairly  be  induced  to  take  for  that  of  a  foul  Bone : 
Which  I  mentioned  to  the  Dr.  by  the  firfl  Re¬ 
turn  of  the  Poll ;  and  alfo,  that  I  was  farther 
encouraged  in  that  Hope,  by  confidering  that 
the  Blood ,  that  was  difcharged  at  the  firfl  Open¬ 
ing,  was  not  at  all  alter’d,  neither  was  any  Smell 

per- 
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perceiv’d,  until  after  the  lodging  of  thof zDoJfels. 

Whether  the  Dr.  ever  mention’d  this  my  Q- 
pinion,  to  the  Surgeons  in  Town,  I  know  not; 
hut,  when  he  return’d  to  me,  to  have  the  Ope¬ 
ration  perform’d,  he  feetrfd  difcourag’d  by  the 
Opinion  the  Surgeons  gave  of  the  Bones  being 
foul.  But  I  thought  I  might  make  bold  to 
confirm  him,  in  my  former  Opinion,  the  ill 
Smell  ceafing  without  the  Affiftance  of  Medi¬ 
cines.  The  Confequence  proved  the  Aflertion: 
For  when,  byfeveral  Applications  of  the  Cau~ 
teries,  I  had  removed  the  whole  Tumor,  it 
was  plain  to  me,  the  Bone  was  not  affc&ed ;  and 
the  Part  healed  as  Smooth,  and  with  as  much 
Eafe,  and  in  as  fhort  a  Time,  as  ever  I  met  with 
any  thing  of  that  Nature.  And  the  Dr.  con¬ 
tinu’d  well,  without  the  leafl  Diforder  or  Com¬ 
plaint,  a  Year  and  about  Eight  Months. 

But  then  in  Jpril  1718.  He  fhew’d  me  a  fmall 
Ulcer ,  near  that  Part  of  the  Mouth  that  was 
before  affe£led,  and  told  me,  He  perceiv’d  it  be¬ 
gan  upon  Eating  fome  hot  Meat,  that  ftuck  to 
it :  At  firfl  this  Heal’d  without  much  Trouble, 
but  foon  Excoriated  again;  and  then  I  could 
not  again  perfectly  Skin  it:  For  as  foon  as  it 
was  almoft  Heal’d,  it  would  begin  to  Excoriate 
a-frefh  at  the  Edges,  which  is  what  is  ufual  in 
Thage  clinical  Ulcers .  And  tho’  I  could  digefl 
it,  and  keep  it  eafie,  yet  it  got  ground  of  me, 
and  fpread  towards  the  Teeth;  and,  near  the 
Root  of  One  of  the  Molares ,  laid  the  Bone  bare, 
which  appear’d  to  me  at  the  firfl  not  to  be  In¬ 
jur’d,  but  being  long  expofed  became  Foul.  It 
not  exfoliating  in  due  Time,  with  the  Tin&ure 
that  is  commonly  ufed,  Ipropofed  the  Touching 
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of  it  with  a  fmall  Cautery ,  I  being  able  very 
eafily  to  come  at  it  without  making  life  of  a 
Cannula;  which,  by  confining  the  Heat,  very 
much  injures  the  neighbouring  Parts :  The  good 
Effe&  of  which  Praflice,  of  not  making  ufe  of  a 
Cannula ,  where  you  can  conveniently  omit  it,  I 
had  good  Experience  of,  in  Dr.  KEIL’s  former 
Cafe  :  For  tho’  he  had  feveral  Cannulas  made 
in  London,  by  the  befl;  Hand,  yet  after  Twice 
tiling  of  them,  I  told  the  Dr.  That  if  a  Patient 
could  be  trufted,  it  would  be  much  more  eafie 
to  him,  and  the  Surgeon  would  fee  much  better 
to life  the  Cautery,  than  when  obflru&ed  by  a 
Cannula.  The  Dr.  was  Pleas’d  with  the  Thought, 
and  prefs’d  me,  at  the  next  making  ufe  of  the 
Cautery ,  to  do  it  without  the  Cannula :  The  Ad¬ 
vantage  he  had  by  it  was,  that  he  bore  Four 
Burnings ,  and  faid,  It  gave  him  not  the  Pain, 
or  Trouble  he  had  from  but  One  before,  and  that 
the  Parts  were  much  lefs  Diforder’d  by  it  after¬ 
wards.  But  to  return. 

It  will  not  I  fuppofe  be  doubted,  but  that 
proper  internal  Means  were  all  along  made  ufe 
of :  But  the  Ulcer  Hill  appearing  to  me  more 
Threatening,  his  Friends  prefs’d  him,  and  I 
more  than  any,  that  he  would  go  again  to  Town, 
and  have  the  belt  Advice  it  could  afford,  and  I 
refolv’d  to  Accompany  Him,  in  the  Beginning 
of  Augujl  1718.  And  I  can’t  forbear  faying  I 
was  Surprized ;  when,  upon  a  Confultation,  my 
Brothers,  Tahner  and  Brown ,  made  light  of  it ; 
and,  without  fo  much  as  hearing  what  I  had 
to  fay,  concluded,  That  it  was  chiefly  owing 
to  the  Bones  being  Foul;  and  that  by  Drawing 
a  Tooth  or  Two,  which  they  faid  were  affe$ed. 
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and  by  Purging  with  Mercurius  dutch,  all  would 
be  well ;  and  To  they  took  their  Leave.  Says 
the  Dr.  to  me,  “  What  fay  you  to  this  ?  I  an- 
fwered  him,  That  I  fear’d  they  would  find  them- 
felves  again  Miftaken  as  to  the  Surgery  Part; 
and  that  as  to  the  dMercury ,  tho’  a  good  Me¬ 
dicine,  He  knew  he  had  taken  it  already  feverai 
Times,  without  any  confiderable  Advantage. 
The  Dr.  Smiled  and  faid ,  <cBut  fince  1  came 
^fo  far  for  Advice,  I  will  not  only  give  them  a 
u  Tooth,  but  alfotry  again  what  Effect  Mercury 
u  may  have. 

Another  Meeting  was  order’d,  and  the  Tooth- 
Drawer  to  be  there :  Upon  Drawing  the  Tooth, 
it  appear’d  to  be  very  Sound.  The  Firfl  Dofe 
he  took  of  Mercury,  whether  by  Cold,  or  any 
other  Accident,  l  know  not;  very  much  Dif- 
order’d  him.  I  could  not  conveniently  be  Ab- 
fent  any  longer,  and  therefore  the  next  Day  re¬ 
turn’d  into  the  Country,  and  do  not  know  how 
many  more  Dofes  the  Dr.  then  took;  but  in 
a  few  Days  I  receiv’d  a  Letter  from  him,  in 
which  he  faid,  “  I  know  nothing  that  has  fuc- 
^ceeded  right  with  me,  fince  I  came  here  :  You 
u  know  what  State  you  left  me  in,  and  I  was 
great  deal  Worfe  for  fome  Days  afterwards ; 
^tho’  I  hope  the  Mercury  has  had  no  ill  Effe&, 
s£yet  1  fhould  have  been  loath  to  have  been  fo 
Swell’d  in  thofe  Parts,  as  I  have  been,  wil¬ 
lingly.  The  old  Ulcers  are  not  yet  Heal’d, 
“  they  tell  me  indeed,  there  is  no  Appearance  of 
*£any  new  Ones,  and  that  th tmojl  effectual  Me- 
tl  thods,  which  have  been  taken  here,  will  in* 
falhhfy  Prevent  every  thing, 

•  i 

*  ft  .  ^ 
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But  by  his  Next,  which  I  foon  receiv’d,  I 
had  the  Melancholy  News  from  him,  That  the 
Ulcer  was  broke  out  again  larger  than  ever,  and 
therefore  that  He  would  be  down  with  me  in  a 
Day  or  Two,  and  he  came  accordingly,  but  in  a 
worfe  State  than  ever  before.  And  tho*  it  again 
Digefled,  and  did  as  before  near  Heal ,  yet  the 
returns  were  quicker,  and  upon  every  new  Erup¬ 
tion  it  was  Larger  and  Worie  ;  and  fo  continu’d 
to  be,  notwithftanding  all  the  good  internal 
Methods  continually  ufed  by  the  concurring  Ad* 
vice  of  Dr.  Mead \  Dr.  Friend,  and  feveral  other 
Eminent  Thy/icians  ;  which  no  doubt  was  owing 
to  the  malignant  Nature  of  it, 

And  therefore  in  the  Beginning  of  February 
laft,  I  could  no  longer  forbear  exprefling  my 
Fears  to  the  Dr.  that  it  would  terminate  in  a 
raging  Cancer .  He  was  too  fenfible  of  it,  and 
told  me,  “  That  fince  I  thought  I  could  keep  it 
w  within  Bounds  no  longer,  He  was  refolved  to 
<£  try  what  a  Salivation  would  do :  And  tho*  I 
could  fay  nothing  as  to  the  Advantage  he  might 
expe&  from  it,  yet  I  frankly  own’d  to  him, 
that  if  it  was  my  own  Cafe,  1  fhould  be  of  his 
Opinion,  that  I  might  make  bolder  with  my-felf, 
than  with  any  other  Patient :  But  defired  by  all 
means,  he  would  firfl  hear  if  his  Friends,  the 
Thyficians  and  Surgeons  in  London ,  had  yet  any 
other  Method  to  propofe,  or  elfe  would  approve 
of  that.  He  wrote  to  them,  the  Anfwer  was 
long  in  coming,  which  made  the  Dr.  exprefs 
Himfelf  to  me  with  more  Warmth,  than  I  ever 
knew  him  to  do  before  :  (For  he  was  a  Man  of 
the  greatefl  Command  of  Himfelf,  as  well  as  of 
*he  fweetefi  Temper)  “  What,  fays  he,  is  not 

u  their 
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u  their  Silence  enough  ?  And  win  not  you, whom 
“I  take  for  my  Friend  (for  fear  of  lofing  your 
<l  Reputation)  Allift  me  in  what  I  defire  ?  With 
a  great  deal  more  to  allure  me  of  his  Confidence 
in  me,  and  of  his  Opinion  of  my  Ability  to  take 
Care  of  him  in  the  Courfe.  I  am  not  fo  Vain,  as 
to  mention  all  his  kind  Exprelfions,  yet  il  it  be 
defired,  by  any  of  his  Friends,  I  will  give  them 
the  Satisfa<ftion  of  feeing  the  Letters  I  had  from 
him,  when  he  was  Abfentfrom  me  in  London . 

*  At  this  Time  his  Brother,  Dr  .John  Keil ,  came 
to  him  from  Oxford ;  and,  as  I  underftood  after¬ 
wards  ,  had  feen  Dr.  Friend  there ,  who  was 
for  having  him  Salivated  at  London;  But  the 
Dr.  being  determined  to  the  contrary,  did  not 
at  that  Time  acquaint  me  with  it,  but  began  his 
Courfe,  which  I  defired  might  be  in  the  mildeft 
Method,  by  fmall  Dofes  of  Calomel ,  encreas’d 
gradually,  which  Method  pleafed  him  very 
well:  But  Dr.  Friend  (to  whom  St.John  Keil 
conftantly  lent  an  Account  of  our  Proceedings) 
gave  it  as  the  Opinion  of  Mr.  T  aimer  and  Mr. 
Brown,  that  it  fhould  be  done  by  Unfition :  I 
gave  my  Reafons  to  the  Patient  again!!;  it,  but 
they  ftill  prefs'd  it,notwithftanding  the  ill  Symp¬ 
toms,  that  I  thought,  at  that  Time,  forbad  it ; 
which  Symptoms  they  had  been  acquainted  with. 
They  ftill  perfifting,  I  defired  the  Dr.  would 
give  me  leave  to  write  my  Opinion  my  felf  to 
Mr.  Brown ,  which  I  did  haftily  in  the  following 
manner. 


Good 
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Good  Brother, 

I  Have  feen  Dr.  Friend V  Letters  to  Dr.  Keil ; 

and  Dr.  Friend,  / underft and,  has  been  fokind 
as  to  Confult  you ,  and fever al  Others  in  the  Cafe  ; 
whofe  Judgment s,  tho ’  /  have  all  due  Regard  for , 
yet  in  the  prefent  Circamfances  ( tho ’  I  give  the 
\ Preference  to  Un&ion  in  fome  Jlubborn  Cafes )  / 
dare  not  encourage  it  in  This*:  For  my  Re  a f on  at 
fir  ft,  for  beginning  jo  mildly ,  was,  that  in  this  un¬ 
common  Cafe,  we  might ,  by  degrees,  make  fome 
judgment  of  the  Effects  of  Mercury,  and  then 
proceed  accordingly :  For  had  1  not  been  prevented 
by  the  Accidents  you  have,  by  Dr.  Friend,  been 
acquainted  with ,  I fhould  have  been  very  defirons 
to  have  gone  at  leaf  to  the  Heighth  mentioned  by 
Dr.  Friend.  But  fince  1  find,  by  encreafing  the 
Quantity  of  the  Dofe  to  a  Scruple  ( of  which  He 
has  taken  Four )  it  has  not  ajfe&ed  the  Glands 
at  all,  or  made  him  Spit  the  more ;  but  his  Sto¬ 
mach  is  much  more  opprefi’d  by  it,  with  vafi  Quan¬ 
tities  of  Flegm,  Vifcous  to  a  degree  1  have  not  met 
with,  and  gives  him  more  than  common  Difturb - 
ance,  not  to  he  relieved  but  by  often  Homiting ,  to 
which  purpofe  the  Turpeth  has  anj veered  very  well 
for  the  prefent :  My  great  Fear  is,  all  things  con . 
fiderd,  that  if  I  fhould  proceed  to  Un£tion,  and 
it  fhould  produce  the  fame  Effeff,  that  it  will  be 
too  Many  for  him .  If  my  Fears  are  too  great,  my 
more  than  common  Concern  and  Friendflrfp  is  fome 
Excufe  for  me  ;  as  alfo  1 de fire  it  may  be  to  Ton, 
for  this  tedious  Account  from,  Sir, 

Yours,  &c. 

Fcbr.  2id  1718. 

J,  RUSH  WORTH, 


I  not 
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I  not  receiving,  in  due  Time,  an  Anfwer  to 
this,  and  the  Patient  being  reduced  to  a  great 
Weaknefs,  and  to  To  great  a  Diforder,  that  he 
could  not  bear  Talking  to,  I  writ  thefe  few 
Lines  for  him  to  confider  of. 

Dear  Sir, 

AS  jour  Cafe  now  /lands,  I  mu  ft  own  my  Jelf  a 
Coward :  Tho'Dr.  Friend  is  much.  Miftaken 
to  think ,  I  am  either  unacquainted  with,  or  fear 
the  common  Accidents  that  often  arife  in  Saliva¬ 
ting:  But  that  irregular  and  uncommon  Effects 
are ,  in  extraordinary  Cafes ,  produced  by  Mercury, 
HalesV  Cafe  is  to  me  a  Jufficient  Trecedent,  of 
which  I  have  formerly  told  you  the  T articular s  ; 
and  t ho  your  Friends  in  Town  take  no  Notice 
of  the  unufual  "Diforder  in  your  Stomach,  yet  / 
fhould  thinks  my  ftlf  Inexcu fable  if  1 Jhould  not . 
And  if,  upon  ufing  an  Un6tion,  any  irregular  Fer¬ 
ment  Jhould  again  arife,  IVeak  as  you  now  are,  / 
Jhould  dread  the  Confequence .  In  thefe  Circum« 
fiances,  I  think  it  mofl  Trudent  for  me,  to  advife 
yon,  to  let  what  is  already  taken,  go  fairly  off,  and 
if  you  find  it  not  Effectual,  you  may  with  much 
better  Prof  peel,  when  you  have  Strength ,  begin  de 
Novo,  by  Un&ion,  and  have  an  Opportunity  to 
have  it  done  by  the  infallible  i3fen. 

Upon  this  the  Dr.  no  longer,at  prefent,  prefled 
me  to  life  the  Unftion,  and  in  a  few  Days,  the 
Force  of  what  he  had  taken  being  fomewhat 
Spent,  he  began  to  get  Strength,  and  the  very 
great  Slough  (which  was  one  of  the  Accidents 
mentioned  to  Dr.  Friend)  not  only  cart  off, 
but  alfo  healed,  as  did  alfo  the  old  malignant 

Ulcer , 
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Ulcer ,  and  all  the  Parts  of  the  Mouth  looked 
very  Smooth  and  Well ;  and  the  Dr.  was  very 
Chearful,  and  in  great  Hopes  of  Gaining  the 
Point. 

At  this  Time,  it  being  Eighteen  Days  Cnee  I 
wrote  to  Mr.  Brown ,  I  receiv'd  a  Letter  from 
him ,  in  which  he  mention'd  nothing  to  the 
Purpofe.  This,  I  muft  confefs,  did  not  a  little 
Warm  me  ;  and  I  the  fame  Night  wrote  to  him 
again,  but  never  receiv’d  any  Anfwer :  Perhaps 
he  thought  mine  too  Hot ;  iffo,  if  he  defires  it, 
both  mine,  and  his  that  occafioned  it,  fhall  be 
produced. 

The  Dr.  feeing  what  had  been  done  to  have  fo 
good  EffeCl,  and  hoping  what  was  before  advifed 
by  Mr.  T  aimer  and  Mr.  Brown ,  would  effectu¬ 
ally  prevent  any  return  of  his  Diforder,  refolv’d 
to  ufe  a  Mercurial  UnElion .  He  had  now  more 
Strength,  and  therefore  I  comply  d  with  him; 
I  began  with  a  fmall  Quantity,  and  encreafed  it 
every  Time  ,  until  I  had  ufed  even  a  larger 
Quantity  than  had  been  propofed  by  Dr.  Friend : 
But  it  not  in  the  leaft  affefted  the  Glands,  or 
made  him  to  Spit  near  fo  much,  as  when  he  took 
the  Calomel ;  neither  did  the  Unftion  or  Calomel 
produce  the  Smell,  which  generally  attends  Mer¬ 
curial  Courfes ;  and  to  my  great  Surprize  and 
Concern,  whilft  he  was  ufing  the  Unflion,  the 
Ulcer  Broke  out  again.  And  by  this  we  were 
Difcourag'd  from  Proceeding  any  farther;  and 
in  due  Time  the  Dr.  endeavour'd  to  Purge  this 
off,  but  he  had  always  fo  untoward  a  Condi- 
tution,  that  neither  now,  nor  at  any  Time  be¬ 
fore,  could  he  by  Purges  have  any  regular  Eva¬ 
cuation  ;  which  was,  no  doubt  in  his  Cafe,  very 
Injurious  to  him.  Now 
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Now  I  perfectly  Defponded  :  But  a  Friend  and 
Kinfman  of  the  Dr’s,  a  Surgeon  of  no  fmal]  Repu¬ 
tation,  allured  him,  that  he  had  known,  when 
other  Methods  failed,  a  Mercurial  Fumigation 
had  anfwered :  And  what  is  it  that  a  rational 
Man  will  not  try  to  prevent  the  Excruciating 
Pains  of  a  Cancer?  When  the  Dr.  mentioned 
this  to  me,  I  confefs’d  I  knew  nothing  of  that 
Pra&ice,  and  always  had  an  ill  Opinion  of  the 
Fumes  of  Mercury  :  And  he  alfo  own’d  to  me, 
that  he  was  wholly  unacquainted  with  it ;  but 
finished  in  his  Friend,  and  therefore  would  try 
it :  He  began  the  Courle  according  to  his  Friends 
Directions ;  I  never  pretended  to  order  any  thing 
afterwards ;  but  however  (till  frequently  Vifited 
my  Good  Friend,  tho’  with  an  akeing  Heart. 
The  Fumigation  not  only  made  him  Spit,  whilfl 
he  was  ufing  it,  but  alfo  for  fome  Hours  after¬ 
wards  ;  and  the  Patient  continued  toufeitfor 
feveral  Days,  but  without  any  good  EfTeCl  upon 
the  Ulcer .  In  about  Ten  Days  alter  he  had  left  off 
the  Fumigation,  a  very  hard  Tumor  began  to 
arife,  upon  the  Mufcles  of  the  lower  Part  of  the 
Face  and  Neck,  andincreafed  very  faff,  and  in  a 
very  fhort  Time  fpread  it  felf  from  Ear  to  Ear : 
and,  by  the  Bulk,  in  a  great  meafure  prevented 
his  Swallowing,  and  foon  Suffocated  Him.  He 
was  Chearful,  and  to  all  outward  Appearance 
tolerably  Eafy  to  the  Lafl,  and  had  what  he  now 
defired,  a  gentle  Releafe,  July  16.  1719- 
And  thus,  to  the  Misfortune  of  Mankind,  it 
is  manifeff  to  me,  that  Mercury  is  not  adequate 
to  this  Herculean  Diffemper:  but  however,  this 
Gale,  and  That  I  mentioned  before  to  the  Dr. 
gives  me  good  Re  a  Ion  to  believe,  that  UMercu- 
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rials  do  at  leaft  blunt  the  Acrimony  of  the  Hu* 
mour,  and  fo  procure  Eafe.  For,  tho*  that  Pa « 
tient  had  moft  acute  Pains,  before  he  enter’d  in¬ 
to  a  Mercurial  Courfe,  yet  afterwards  he  was 
eafie  all  a  long,  as  he  told  me  ;  for  I  was  call’d 
in  but  a  few  Days  before  he  died.  Thefe,  and 
other  MelancholJy  Cafes,  fhould  not  however,  I 
think,  wholly  difcourage  Surgeons  from  making 
rational  Attempts  upon  a  Diftemper,  which  I 
fear  is  more  frequently  met  with,  than  formerly, 
in  this  Part  of  the  World :  It  is  to  be  hoped, 
there  is  in  Nature  a  Specifick  that  may  anfwer; 
and  happy  will  that  Man  be  who  fhall  difcover 
it.  He  will  deferve  to  be  placed  next  to  the 
Great  Hippocrates ,  and  alfo  to  be  Rewarded,  by 
the  Publick,  equally  with  him,  that  fhall  find 
out  the  Longitude , 

I  will  not  pretend  to  determine, how  far  theFu- 
migation  might  contribute  to  the  fudden  growth, 
of  the  Tumor  mentioned  ;  but  I  fhould  be  very 
glad  that  the  Surgeon  ,  who  recommended  it, 
would  be  fo  Ingenuous,  as  to  Vindicate  himfelf^ 
by  giving  Inflances  of  its  Innocency,  and  of  the 
Advantages  he  has  met  with  in  the  Practice  of  it. 

And  now  I  heartily  beg  Pardon  of  the  Friends 
of  the  Deceafed,  who  fhall  give  themfelves  the 
Trouble  of  Reading  this  Account,  that  I  could 
not  bring  it  into  a  narrower  Compafs. 

Having  truly  related  what  was  done,  in  the 
Cafe  of  Dr.A reil,  I  hope  it  may  appear,  that  I  have 
adled  an  Honeft,  and  not  an  Unskilful  Part  in  it : 
If  what  was  prefcrib’d  by  others  of  greater  Fame, 
when  it  came  tobetry’d,  had  not  better  Succefs, 
I  prefume  I  fhall  no  longer  be  Blam’d  for  it.  No 
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Matt  would  willingly  lofe  any  Reputation,  who 
is  to  live  by  it,  I  queftion  not,  but  the  bell 
Surgeons  in  the  World  will  allow,  there  are  Cafes 
for  which  there  is  no  Remedy  :  And  he  who 
frankly  owns  thus  much,  no  more  lofes  any  Re¬ 
putation,  than  the  Quack,  that  promifes  greater 
Matters  than  he  afterwards  performs,  gets  any  : 
And  I  think  they,  who  have  Cenfur’d  me,  would 
have  done  more  Ingenuoufly,  if  they  would  ra¬ 
ther  have  look’d  upon  the  prefent  Cafe  as  In¬ 
curable  by  any  Surgeon ,  than  have  thrown  their 
Afperfions  upon  me,  as  not  treating  it  properly. 


FI  NI  S. 
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